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Orange County 


Issues 1927 Report. 


Dr. K. H. Sutherland, health officer of | 


Orange County, has submitted his report 


for the year 1927, from which the fol- 
lowing quotations are made: 


“Any report of health department | 


activities would naturally give prominence | 
to a discussion of contagious diseases and | 
their control. In the early months of 
1927 this county did its share in boosting 
the quota of measles cases reported | 
throughout this state, and in fact through- 
out the entire country; 3276 children 
were ill with this disease. All of these 
cases were visited, isolated, and family | 
contacts excluded from school at the dan- 


ger time, but the fact that victims of the 


disease are infectious several days before 
the rash appears, made it quite difficult 
to handle the situation. However, in pro- 
portion to our population we had about 
10,000 people susceptible to measles. 
Every one of these persons was a poten- 


tial case, so perhaps our efforts were 
responsible for saving some 6000 from | 


unnecessary illness and economic. loss. 
The death rate in measles is 134 per cent. 
This would lead us to expect some forty- 


nine deaths, calculating from the number | 


of cases reported. The death rate from 
measles in Orange County was twelve, 
SO We were indeed fortunate. 

“Three hundred thirty-seven cases of 
scarlet fever occurred during the year. It! 
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‘was seldom that known contact cases oc- 


‘curred, other than family contacts, a fact 
‘for which we take some credit, but it is 
evident that we are fighting against such 


‘difficulties as mild, undiagnosed cases or. 


mild cases. maliciously comealed and un- 
controlled. 


“The year started with a. “disturbing 
number of diphtheria cases and ended in 
the same manner. 
season is. especially virulent and threat- 
ening and utmost effort is being expended 
to keep the situation in control. One 
hundred: ninety-three cases of diphtheria 
occurred, and there were thirteen deaths, 
a rate of almost 7 per cent. A great 
deal of time was spent in searching out 
contacts, and suspicious cases and cultur-. 
ing them, in addition to instituting rou- 
tine quarantine measures. . 
people were cultured, Since. the most 
effective means of control is” through 
immunizing by inoculation with toxin- 
antitoxin,.as much of this was done as 
time permitted ; 1191 received the neces- 


sary three treatments, given one week 


apart. 

“This county was unfortunate in the 
‘number of infantile paralysis cases occur- 
ring, though not so unfortunate as some 
others. Nineteen cases of infantile 
paralysis occurred, and there were six 
deaths. Every effort was made to insti- 
tute strict quarantine of known contacts, 
and there were no known contact cases: 


Each case occurred at some distance from 


any recent case. The contagion was no 


The diphtheria of this 
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doubt spread by immune carriers. 
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are now being formed to supervise the 
Slow convalescence of these unfortunate 
victims, so that the ‘paralysis resulting 
from the disease, may be removed as far 
as possible. 


“The duties of a Health Department 


include not only those tending to prevent. 


disease, but also those tending to promote 


health. The department is interested in 
the physical development of the child 


even before birth. This interest con- 
tinues through pre-school and school life. 


Two hundred thirty-seven Mother’s Edu- 


cational Centers were held with an attend- 
ance of 2936 children and their: mothers. 
The majority of these children could be 


- guided past serious physical deficiencies, 
_but during the year some 130 were referred 
to their physicians for closer supervision. | 


1312 visits were made to homes for more 


personal contact and follow-up work. 


Five of the nineteen Mother’s Educa- 
tional Centers: are conducted for Mexi- 
can mothers and here the help of the 
Americanization workers is most valua- 
ble. Diet slips and suggestions are pre- 
pared in Spanish, and all instruction is 
given in simplest form. 

“Health work among school children, 
aside from definite contagious disease 
control, was conducted largely by the 


ciated with this department by coopera- 
tion, though not officially. The schools 
not provided with nursing service are 


served by this department in so far as is 


possible; 4513 school visits were made. 
About ° 80, 400 individuals were inspected 
for signs of contagion, and some 3200 
excluded after such inspection; 17,630 
minor treatments were given. and tem- 


_ peratures taken in 1038 cases; 27,515 were 
weighed and measured and rechecked as | 


indicated, while 5375 received routine 
physical examinations with a record of 
defects noted, and were referred to par- 
ents and physicians for further super- 
vision ; 3647 children: were found to be 
definitely under weight, and nutritional 
advice given. Correction of defects dis- 
covered was secured -in 1223:cases. A 
summary of home visits in regard to 
school health work and attendance work 
shows a total of 8271 visits.” 


Immunize: Many 
Auburn Children. 
Physicians 


of Auburn, Placer 


County, are immunizing school -chil- 


dren against diphtheria. ‘Since the 
campaign started a few weeks ago, a 
total of 281 children have received 
toxin antitoxin. 


Plans 


outbreak occurs 


than water-borne. 
are responsible chiefly for the spread 
of the disease and if it were possible 
to bring all carriers under control, 
the typhoid mortality: rate could be 
lowered still further. 


1927 Typhoid Rate 
Lowest in History. 


The 1927 typhoid death rate is the 
lowest in the history of California— 


2.99 per 100,000 population. This rate 


is becoming lower each succeeding 
year and during the past three Hears, 


fewer than three persons out of every 


100,000 in California have died annu- 


ally of this preventable disease. In 


1927 there were but 107 deaths from 
typhoid, while in 1906 there were no 
less than 657 deaths from this disease. 
In 1906, more than thirty-two persons 
out of every 100,000 died of typhoid 
fever. Had the same death rate for 


this disease prevailed in 1927, no less 


than 1330 persons would have died 
of. typhoid fever, instead of the actual 


‘number, 107. The strides that have 


been made in the control of typhoid 
fever in California since 1906 are well 
represented in the difference between 


the figures 1330 and 107. | 
California is dependent to a large © 


extent upon surface streams for its 


water supplies, and it is remarkable 
that a low typhoid fever mortality 
rate has obtained, in the face of the 
difficulties that are encountered in pro- 


viding Californians with potable water 
various school nurses, who were. asso- | 


To be sure, a water-borne 
occasionally, but 
most outbreaks are milk-borne, rather 
Typhoid carriers 


supplies. 


It is a fact that 
this disease has been. brought under 
such strict control that the mortality 
rates are now seriously affected 


through the occurrence of a single 


outbreak. Extensive milk-borne out- 
breaks of the disease were present in 


California in 1917 and: again in 1924. 


These outbreaks affected the state 
rate materially, .as during both of 
those years the mortality rate .was 
considerably higher. In _ fact, the 
trend has been consistently downward 


-each year since 1906, with the excep- 


tion of. those two years when exten- 
sive milk-borne outbreaks occurred. 
The rigid control of all milk supplies 


and the discovery and proper deten- 


tion of all carriers constitute the two 


‘most important methods. of control 
now available. 


Because typhoid fever has been 
a| brought so near to the vanishing point 
in this state provides no excuse for 
rélaxing in the exercise of preventive 
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measures. It is only by concerted 
effort upon the part of all health off- 
cers in all communities that we are 
able to achieve so enviable a record. 
Eternal vigilance must be maintained 
at all future times if California is to 
continue in the maintenance of this 
low rate. We may well be proud of 
our successful warfare against this 
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San Joaquin Lowers 
Maternal Mortality Rate. 


There was a marked decrease in the 
maternal mortality rate for San Joa- 
quin County in 1927. The rate for last 
year is 6.7, which compares favorably 
with the 1926 rate for the State of 
California, which was 5.2. The San 


fey oaquin County rate in 1925 was 13.7 
preventable disease and with the many J y rate in i 
attributes for control that are now| YF: John J. Sippy, Health Officer for 
available, there is no reason why Cali- the San Joaquin Local Health District 
fornia should not have the lowest] S2yS: Better prenatal and obstetrical 
typhoid mortality rate of any state in Care. must play some part in puerperal 
the Union. ‘| mortality reduction. At any rate the 
decline in San Joaquin County rates 
| | seems fairly consistent.” The follow- 
Pasadena To Hold | ing table gives further information con- 
Health Tournament. 


nee cerning causes of maternal deaths and 
| the annual rates for the years 1923 to 
Dr. Warren F, Fox, city health offi- | 1927. - 
cer of Pasadena, has announced a : 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 
Tournament of Health Week similar| Accidents of 


toa tournament of health held in Pasa-| 4 
dena last year. This year’s program| Accidents of labor. 3 1 8 5 4 
will be conducted from April 29th to ticemia 
May Sth atid tentatwe plan indi-|""7e 
cates the following schedule: Albuminuria, 
Monday, April 30th—Safety First 

Wednesday, May 2d—Hygiene. MORBIDITY.* 


Thursday, May 3d—Visiting Day; | Diphtheria. 
: 124 cases of diphtheria have been reported 
National Hospital Day. . as follows: Alameda 1, Berkeley 3, Oaklanc 
Friday, May 4th—Health Education.| 12, Fresno County 1, Humboldt County 1, 
Saturday afternoon, May 5th—J| Eureka 1, Bakersfield 1, Kings County 4, 
Health Parad Los Angeles County 5, Beverly Hills 1, Glen- 
|dale 3, Los Angeles 37, Mendocino County 
The 1927 Tournament of Health was|1, Monterey County 1, Napa .1, Orange 

tournament promises to be even more| Bernardino 3, San Diego County 1. San 
successful. | 3 | Diego 7, San Francisco 20, San Mateo County 
$¥ < 14, San Mateo 2, Santa Clara County 1, Gil- 
a roy 3, Watsonville 1, Tehama County 1, 
Tulare Cunty 1, Ventura County 1. — | 


Health Association 


| : , 229 cases of scarlet fever have been reported 
The Southern California Public| as follows: Alameda 7, Berkeley 8, Oakland 


are 33, Contra Costa. County 2, Fresno County 
Health Association has announced a| S$.’ Fresno 5, Humboldt County 1, Kern 


series of four lectures upon nutritional | County 2, Bakersfield 1, Kings County 1, 
subjects to be given, by Dr. W. D.| Los Angeles County 13, Alhambra 1, Bur- 


| bank 1, Glendale 2, Hermosa Beach 2, Hun- 
Sansum, Director of the Potter Meta- tington Park 4, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 


bolic Clinic, Santa Barbara. The first 24. Monrovia 1, Redondo Beach 3, San Mar- 
lecture was given on February 24th] ino 1, Sierra Madre 1, Lynwood 1, ‘Sausalito 


in Patriotic Hall,.1816 South Figueroa 12, 


street, Los Angeles. The remaining|sSan Francisco 40, San Joaquin County 8; 
three lectures in the series will be open | Lodi 5, Stockton 12, San Luis Obdisag County 


to all members of the association, in- 3, ion: 
cluding associate members. A came | Ville 1,. Vacaville 1, Tulare County 1, Ven- 


Paign is now being undertaken for the|tura County 1, Fillmore 3. 


Purpose of increasing the associate | Measles. 
membership list. Any interested per-| 151 cases of measles have been reported thea 
son 1s eligible to this membership upon | as follows: Alameda 1, Berkeley 2, Oakland i Xin 

WR hits of the annual dues of one *From reports received on February 27th ie ie 
‘and 28th for week ending February. 25th. 
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4, Colavebis: County 3, Pittsburg 
Fresno 4, Kings County 1, 
Cait 10, Burbank 1, Huntington Park 1, 
Inglewood - 1. LaVerne 1, Long Beach 2, 
Los Angeles 21, Monrovia 1, Pomona 3 San 
Fernando 1, Hawthorne 13, eae ovina 
1, Orange County 2, Anaheim Santa Ana 
1, Sacramento 6, 2, San 
Diego County 1, Oceanside 23, San Diego 4; 
San Francisco 28, San Luis Obispo 7, anta 
Barbara County 2, Santa Clara. County 1, 
San Jose 1, Santa Cruz 2, Petaluma 1 , Tuol- 
umne County Winters mt 


Smallpox. 
32 cases of smallpox been as 
follows: Berkeley 5, Oakland San Lean 
dro 1, Colusa County 9, Contra ‘Coata County 
, San. 4, Stockton 2: 
Santa Cruz 1. | | 


Typhoid Fever. 


as follows: 1, Los Angeles Coney 2 
, San J oaquin County 2 , Vaca- 
ville 


Whooping Cough. | | 
124 cases of whooping cough have been re- 


COMMUNICABLE REPORTS. 


Los Angeles | 


| 
rted, as Pa Berkeley 10, Oakland 7, 
ern County 1 Los Angeles County 6, Al. 

hambra 1, Culver City 1, Long Beach | 

Los Angeles 7, Pomona 4, Hill 

Pacific Grove 1, Orange County 4 Anaheim 

2, Fullerton 3, ash Beach 4, Santa 

Ana 10, Banning § San Diego County 2, 

San Diego 7 San Francisco 11, Stockton g 

Tracy 2 San Luis Obispo County 4, San 

Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo County 1, Gilroy 

6, Los Gatos 2 Palo Alto 2, Modesto. 1, Ven 

tura County 1. 


Meningitis (Epidemic). 


4 -cases of epidemic meningitis have been 
| reported: as follows: Oakland 1, Monterey 
1, San Francisco 1 » San Mateo County 1. 
Anthrax. 


Visalia reported ¢ one case of anthrax. 


Leprosy. 
Los Angeles one case of leprosy, 


Poliomyelitis. 


cases poliomyelitis have bien reported 
as follows: ings’ County 1, Los Angeles 
‘County 1, Glendale. 1, Orange ‘County l, 
Sutter County 2. | 


_ CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE. 


Week ending ) for week he Week ending for week 
Feb, 4 | Feb. 11 | Feb. 28 by Feb. 5 | Feb. 12 | Feb. 19 by 

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
218 2681. 2891 3229 248° 269 230 220 
Paratyphoid Fever 0 | 0 0 
Pneumonia 103 78 56 68 85 72 86 
17 | 13 | 6 2 2 
Rabies 19 | 18 | 18 8 12 
Trachoma. ...-------.- 5 4 36 14 17 | 0 
| | 1 0 0. “can 2 
Tuberculosis. ---- 232; £4188 169 203 162 197 187 172 

Fever _. 6 12 7 4 | 10 
WE hooping 115 (156 157 124 116 105 121 111 
2070 2181 | 2148 1922 | 4638 4900 5425 5300 


56587 3-28 4600 
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